Vaginal cuff recurrence of endometrial cancer treated by laparoscopic-assisted vaginal hysterectomy.
Laparoscopic-assisted vaginal hysterectomy (LAVH) has been suggested as an alternative to total abdominal hysterectomy (TAH) for the treatment of early endometrial cancer. Although studies have reported good results with equivalent rates of recurrence and survival, the need for use of intrauterine manipulators during the LAVH raises the concern for operative dissemination of tumor cells. We report three patients with stage I, noninvasive or superficially invasive endometrial cancer with vaginal cuff recurrence within 9 months of treatment by LAVH. While LAVH may be a technically acceptable alternative to TAH for the management of early-stage endometrial cancer, its routine use should be undertaken with caution, as the long-term risks for recurrence and survival have yet to be defined in a randomized, controlled fashion.